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WORK  ACGOl!PLISm!!D  BY  TOE  LEAGUE  OF  NATIONS. 
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The  League  of  Nations  came  into  being  officially 
K      v/ith  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  Versailles  on 
January  l0th,^4:^9-r-  i^ineteen  States  hecame  Memhers 
of  the  League  on  the  smve  day  'by  the  fact  of  the  Treaty 
becoming"'  effective;  ei^ht  other  states  joined  the  League 
by  subsequent  ratification;  thirteen  btetes  which  had 
been  neutral  due ing  the  war  accented  the  invitation  to 
join  the  League  contelnec.  in  the  Annex  to  the  Covenant; 
and  Ohina  became  a  Member  Vv'hen  the  Treaty  of  Peace  with 
Austria  became  effective.      Several  other  otates  have 
applied  lor  Member shiD  in  the  League,  and  their  ar>^lica~ 
tions  v/ill  be  considereo  by  the  Assembly,  v/hich  is  to 
meet  on  i^ovember  15th. 

The  following  are  the  exif'ting  Organs  of  the  League 

THIS  A3bW^Vi^  com'^TOsed  oi  not  moie  than  thi;  ee  Delegates  of 
each  Iv.'.embei  of  the  Lecgiie,  these  three  Leleg-a.tes  having 
a  single  v0te.      The  Assembl-^,/  is  competent  to  discuss 
the  admission  of  new  Mer'.bers  to  the  League  of  Nations, 
amendments  to  thn  Covenant,  to  revise  and  pass  on  ijiany 
of  the  decisions  taken  by  the  Comicil,  and  in  general  to 
deal  with  all  matters  aifecting  the  woild's  neace.  It 
miay  be  considered  the  final  renosltory  or  m.oral  authority 
in  international  relations.      The  lirst  Meeting  has  beenn 
summ.oned,  in  accords) nee  with  the  teii^s  of  the  Covenant, 
by  the  Pi^esident  of  the  United  otates,  for  the  15th 
November  at  Geneva,  the  seat  of  the  League. 
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■r  -  -Till/  GijUi'GIlr    is. -  an.,  exectrti ve^  "oo c .arjp o^ii cl  _,o f Le  1  e ga te s  of 
foui^  Crref^t  i^TT/er-s  (Creat  -ct  i  taiii^:  -lance,  Italy  and 
.  Japan)  who  ai^e  Perimnent  Iv-enibers,  and  foiir  sraller  Powers, 
(opain,  Bel^iiirri,  Brazil  and.  Greece)  vi'Iio  Bro  ProviEional 
Mernters;  the  definite  raethod  of  selection  of  the  latter 
will  "be  settled  oy  the  Assenihlyo      The  United  otates,  hy 
the  teiR^s  of  the  Covenant,  were  to  have  been  one  of  the 
Permanent  l^lembers  of  th^  Gouncil,  hut  as  they  have  not 
ratified  the  treaty  they  are  not  T^et  represented  on  the 
Council.      The  Council  has  already  met  ei^h.o  times  (three 
ti'ies  in  Paris,  tliree  tildes  in  i-icnaon,  once  in  ivonie,  and 
once  in  '-^an  Sebastian)  ;  it  is  to  meet  arain  in  Paris  on 
bentember  16th,  and  in  f^russels  on  October  16th, 

)  THH  B^CIvSTABIAT    is  >  nermnent  Internation^'l  Or^t^nisation 
with  a  otaff  of  SiyierLs  of  different  nation.-lities ,  hut 
not  representin^f  their  respective  cou-  tiias,  to  which  is 
enti^ustecl  the  tash  of  gathering  iniornation  and  nrenaring 
the  wor^i  oi  the  Gouncil  and  the  ^sse^Vbly,    The  headquarters 
of  the  oecret5.riat  will  be  at  Geneva,  hut  duxing  the  period 
of  organisation  it  has  he^n  in  1-ondon. 

Pg^I^4il]iiI_Ma^^  At  the  home  l^eeting  of  the 

Gouncil  th.e  cieaticn  ox  a  ?eir.:anept  Gomiv]is?ion  on  militarj^ 
naval  and  air  uuestions,  ^^}:  iirovided  for  in  ^irticle  9  of 
the  Covenant  was  decided  on;    this  Commission  was  forir^lly 
constituted  at         Sebastian,  where  it  met  for  the  first 
time.     It  is  coi^nosed  of  military,  naval  and  air  'Delegates 
of  all  I-^emhers  of  the  I»eacuo.     Its  duties  are  to  advise  the 
Gouncil  CD  nlans  fox  'Gne  inter natioral  reduction  or  armcurents 
to  ensure  that  states  apnlying  for  admission  to  the  League 
comnly  with  thes<^  r  peculations,  and  to  ma  ire  recomv'pndations 
conceming  the  manufacturp  of  arms  and  r'unitions  hy 
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pri  i\r8;t-e  p^-fTons^  wliioh  Article  8  of  the  Covenant 
conGicIera  oven  to  serious  ob lection.      Its  creation 
may  be  re.{?:arded  as  constituting  tlie  first  nractica.l 
stop  towards  that  f^eneral  reduction  of  arrraments 
which  is  one  of  the  fundamental  •oi  inciples  of  the  ■ 
League . 

(5)  -THE  miSmTICmL  HEIALTH  QFriGE.    T]ie  Council  has  avmove6. 

of  the  organisation  of  an  International  Health  Office 
to  bring  about  the  co-operation  of  the  various  existing 
international  health  organisations,  and  to  deal  generally 
v/ith  all  matters  concerning  the  inrorovement  and  nrotection 
of  public  health  thi  oughout  the  v/orld.    It  remains  for 
the  Assembly  to- endorse  the  schem:e  for  its  constitution. 

(.6)  ThAlMoIT  GQMvlI^DlQI^.    The  Permanent  Corrnission  on  the  Freedom 
of  Communications  and  Transit  will  be  created  to  ensuie 
freedom'  of  transit  on  international  ports,  water vays, 
and  railways.    A  special  International  Transit  Conference 
is  to  meet  at  Barcelona  in  January  19-SO,  to  deal  with 
,  Questions  of  international  travel,  through- tickets, 

passports,  custom.s  exariinations ,  etc.    A  oub-Gommiittee 
of  the ■■  Pi^ovisional  Transit  Gcmriission  will  meet  in 
Paris  on  October  15th. 


Among  the  various  duties  under tal-ren  by  the  League 
and  the  tas^.s  accomiDlished  by  it,  the  following  may 
be  m.entioned  : - 

IMTRRMTIQML  GQIJliT  OF  JUSTICE.     The  League's  i|i  st  important 
action  war;  to  a'oooint,  at  tjie  London  Council  Meeting 
of  February  lOth,  a  Comiilttee  of  ei-inent  Jurists  belong- 
ing to  different  countries,  to  "oip'iare  a  Lralt  project 
of  the  Permanent  Coiut  of  Intf^ination?!  Justice  provided 
for  in  i'a'ticle  14  of  the  Covenant.    Meeting  at  the  H£igue 
on  June  16th,  the  Ccnv'.  t ,  after         weeks  discussior 
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acior>t'^d  a  plan  wlty^ii  V'as  subnitled  to  tlie  Council 
at  the  og.n  :.>pbaF?tj^aj  Keetin^-,  and  loy  it  to  all  the 
'MemlDeTS  of  tlie  ^em^Q  for  considera fcion  at  the  first 
Assen.;t)ly  Ivloetin£       There  is  therefore  ^ood  reason 
to  hor^e  that  this  ,.31  tci national  Coijrt  will  soon 
becone  an  accompli f^e-a  fact. 

r?m:8!mATIQN  of  treaties.    An  Office  for  the  I^egistration  and 
Puhlication  01  "-^ter national  Treaties  and  Agr-eernents 
has  heen  created  nnd  Is  now  in  o"oeration,  in  accord- 
ance Vtf'ith  Article  18.    The  ^mtlicity  of  Treaties  is 
one  of  the  lundaxiental  'orinciples  of  tlie  Covenant, 
which  provided  that  Treaties  not  so  r e;^:.istered  and 
puhlished  v;ill  not  he  hinding;.    Already  sonie  very 
important  a^-^reeirents  have  heen  received,  and  will 
shortly  he  rjuhlished  in  the  first  Treaty  Liupplement 
of  the  Official  «^'oiir-nal  of  thQ  League. 

Tm  PBOTl^CTIOi^  OF  Iv-II-miTIK;>.    The  Le:■^p•ue  ]ias  definitely 
accepted  the  reFnonsihilities  ofi'-^red  to  it  in  the 
Treaty  betv/een  the  Principal  Allied  and  Assc.:iated 
Powers  and  -i-^oland  to  secia^e  the  'orotection  of  the 
racial,  r^lip-ious  and  lin:^uistic  rlnorities  in  that 
country.    Analo-^ous  Treaties  -/ill  he  concluded  with 
other  states  contain  in,?"  alien  minorities.    The  minor- 
ities in  tiiese  estates  \/ill  be  placed  undei  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Leci^'i-ie,  v/hose      esci  i^'itions  on  this 
iiHtter  the  states  in  nuer-'tion  have  agreed  to  iollov/. 

l^AKMT^^     The  e??.-C-oi-F:an  Colonies  and  ce)  tain  foiirer  Turlcish 
territories  will  be  .Tovorned  under  K^'.nclates  to  be 
confer:red  on  difiorent  Pc^ers,  not  for  the  benefit  of 
the  roan  da.  tor    ?ov/e.i  s  ther  selves,  but  with  a  view  to 
the  irood  •'•'ovci  ni-:.ent  of  tiie  tcriitoiies  in  question, 
a.nd  the  protection  of  tl-eir  nativ^  inhabitants.  Ife,ch 
of  these  ^andrtes  will  be  of  a  different  character, 
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according  to  the  sr)ecial  conditions  and  the  degree 
of  civilisation  of  the  nai^ticular  teriitory  to  which 
it  is  a^nlied:  its  terrrs  v/ill  he  drav^n  up  hy  the 
League  of  i%tions,  or,  if  dravm  up  hy  the  Government 
on  whom  it  is  conferred,  rnuso  he  aT)proveci  hy  the 
League.    The  Gouncil  meeting  at  oan  oehastian  has 
.  requested  the  ?ri--e  i-dnisters  of  C^reat  Biitain,  irance, 
Italy  and  Japan  to  inforo  it  as  to  v/hich  btates  have 
heen  provisionally  chosen  as  riiandator ies  for  the  various 
territories p  what  the  houndaries  of  the  mandated  areas 
are,  and  in  general  as  to  how  the  mandates  clauses  of 
the  Ciovenant  have  oeen  ca.rried  out,  in  order  that  the 
question  mirht  he  presented  to  and  discussed  hy  the 
first  Assemhly.      Preliminary  steps  have  slso  heen  taken  • 
for  the  Permanent  ivia.n dates  'Commission,  as  :orovided  for 
hy  the  Covenant,  to  "^eceive  the  Annual  P-eports  of 
U?.ndatory  otates,  and  to  advise  the  'Council  on  all  matters 
c  on  c  er  n  i  n;^-  rna.n  da.  t e  s . 

.SAAR-.E/i^Il..      This  district,  containing  650,000  inhahitants  and 

important  for  its  valuahle  coal  mines,  has  since  Fehruary 
SGth  heen  directly  adjr/inistered  hy  an  International 
Governing  Ooirmission  ap^)Ointed  hy  and  res"oonsihle  to  the 
League.    All  po^vers  of  government  are  vested  in  this 
Commission  until  the  plehiscite  15  years  hence  decides, 
the  definite  status  of  the  territory. 

DAl'ZIG.  Lanzi;.;-:  has  heen  -olaced  hy  the  Treaty  under  a  special 

regime  as  a  i'ree  Oity  under  the  ':)iotection  of  the  League; 
the  AtiiYiinistiator  appointed  hy  the  Pxinci^al  Allied  and 
Associated  Pov/ers  was  also  o/DDCinted  Hi-h  Commissioner 
for  the  League,  hut  he  will  not  hegin  to  act  in  the 
latter  capacity  until  the  foriral  inauguration  of  the 
constitution  oi  the  i.'ree  City  hy  the  Couvicil  of  the  League 
and  the  si^'nin-  oi  a  Trec."ty  hetv/een  Drnzig  and  Poland. 
In  the  meanwhile  he  has  drav-n  ud  a  Droject  for  the 
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elections  to  the  Constituent  Assemt'ly  of  tlie  City, 
which  was  approve 6!  'by  the  Council;  the  elGCtions 
have  now  tahon  place . 

Wl:>bG~?mSUai  QUESTIQI^.      The  iirst  time  that  the  hecmo 

was  reouefltec.  to  intrivene  in  an  International  disniite 
v/as  on  the  occasion  when  Persia  protested  last  anril 
against  the  occupation  by  ijovlet  Hussia  of  certain 
Persian  ports  on  the  Caspian  oea.    A  special  meeting 
of  the  Council  ws^•  held  in  London  in  June ,  but  as  it 
appeared  that  the  two  otat^^s  had  entered  ijito  direct 
ne:?;rotiations  for  a  solution  of  the  conflict,  the  Council 
decided  to  await  Vne  result  of  these  negotiations  "before 
tahin^  action. 

Tm  AALAND  ISLAI^D3  QUjilbTIO!^ .      The  o.uestion  ci  the  Aaland  Iflsnds 
had  led  to  s  dlRnute  hetv;een  ilnland  and  a'7eden,  vaiich 
min:ht  hsve  resulted  in  war.    At  the  instance  of  a  third 
party  not  directly  intei ested  in  the  matter,  Greet  Britain, 
the  dispute  was  le^erroo  to  the  Lea^^ue ,  and  a  special 
meeting  of  the  Council  v/a  ■  h.eld  on  July  9th-.    A-  Finland 
claimed  that  the  question         nurely  an  intei-nal  one  and 
therefore  outside  the  jurisdiction  of  the  League,  the 
Council  anaointed  a  Comi>^ittee  of  tliree  di;ii^ists  to  reoort 
on  this  aspect  of  the  mattei  .    U;->on  receipt  of  their 
renort  the  Council  will  consiaer  tlie  Question  of  ni  incinle 
involved, and  give  a  decision. 

APlvWIA,      T.r  '-^uareme  Council  reeuestec  the  i'cague  of  Ifetions 
to  assuire  the  "orotection  of  Armenia,  hut  the  Co-oncil 
replied  that,  while  it  wa s  -ire -wed  to  assume  a  genei al 
surveillance  over  the  < --over nr.' ;ent  of  that  country,  it  had 
not  the  necessai  y  imu;s  or  troops  to  acr.inister  it 
directly,  hi.it  would  'l.adly  as"i;;  one  oi  its  Meml)ors  to 
accept  a  ma  a  date  over  ths  t  couutj.  y,  and  would  support  an 
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agreed  unon  Arr.enia'  "  irontiers  and  gave  other 
guarantees. 

INTl^NATIONAL  JJM         GQI^-nJTOniCg..    At  the  K^ctlm  of  the 
Council  on  Frbiuax^;  11th  it  was  decided  to  sumron 
an  International --C'ii?  u-«is4.-'^^ml^-r^^^  B^^Lssels, 
to  study  the  pre-aeirt-  -e<x)nomic  and  finf:ncial  difficul- 
ties of  the  world,  and  to  try  to  find  solutions  for 
wtiie^^.mtjjous- ^rohleirs  involved,  such,  as  will  re-establish 
the  ?/035ld  on  a  norriBl  economic  hasis  once  more.  Tre 

Conferenae_j7aj?..3ilJ^^'^Q  ^^■'^       J'^-ly,  but,  owing-  to  the 
failure  of  the  i-llies  and  the  G'^imans  to,  fix  the  total 
amount  of  the  inderrnity,  it  A^es  post^one-d.  uirbil  of -otemher 
24th.      Wi'cn  ■••  vie^''  to  the  iTjeetin-o;  of  this  Conference, 
the  oecj.  ^Xrr"-Cr  ncia.l  aslied  for  and  oht-  ined  froi?.  the- 
various  Gcvru rj:-;ents  detailed  ste^terents  of  their  fina.nclal 
situation,  v/hisch,  together  v/ith- certain  special  re;^orts 
di-avm  up  hy  eminent  economists,' will  ei^ahle  the  Ocnfsrence 
to  under ta:>:e  i-ts  momentous  task  v/ith  a  ^ull  under s tan-ding 
of  the  facts.      i^iot  only  have  all  the  I.-n-ihrrs  of  the 
Le-"j.e  ur----^  irvited  to  this  Oo -if  ere  nee,  hut  also  the 
United  olates,  Geiman:/,  Austria,  Huiip;?jy  and  Bulgaria, 
and  several  states  v/hose  apT)lication  for  Membership  will 
be  considered  by  the  -t^ssemiblv  in  i^overrber. 

KblAJ.TH.        Izidep^noBJxtJj:'^ -<it-  -^h^  'Hs-^ljlh  )rgs.rLif5aiiion"  now  to  be 
created,  the  Lea^rue  has  c-lreacy  under tal-:en  several 
rrroortant  duties  in  connection  with  public  health. 
It  has,  in  the  fii  st  place,  created  an  or^-^pnisatLon  under 
the  direction  of  Li'  Hansen  for  the  repatriation  of 
prisonei  s  of  war  in  Germany  and  I^ussia.    At  the  time 
when  the..work  staited  theie  were  nearly  half  a  million 
of  these  un.f  or  tutaates,  of  whomi  about  he  If  were  Russians 
interned  in  Germany,  and  the  rest  Gerimns,  Austrians 
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Hungarians,  G2eclio-.^lovaI:s ,  etc.  in  oi'oer la.    -^ono  ' 
60,  jOO  have  ali'eady 'be^'-n  ro-'oati  i;*  t-ed  trii  ou-  n  the 
League ^ s  efiorts,  ?no.  the  trai-ir-nort  in  "Oi::-^  on  at 
the  rate  of  ^uout  &,Ov,.v,/  a  month,  out  it  is  aor^ec.  to 
increane  this  nimcer  to  15, o<^'^'  or  p.xj.u^--^  verv  soon. 
^11  these  ai  e  b*-*  in-;  re*^.?  trie  tec.  hy  the  Baltic  route, 
hut  a  ne-'  p^rvice  v/ill  De;"in  iin'iediatelh  via, 
Viadisvostoch',  and  peih?*:\s  a  third  via.  the  Black 
*->ea  "oorts. 

In  the  second  place  th^  Lea,^;ue  has  assujned  the 
initiative  of  a  om^mU^n  a.c^ainst  t'/phus  in  ?-ola.nd,  and 
has  recuested  the       ious  Ocvnrr\n](^nts  to  orcvide.  the 
necessaiv  funds.       next  m  the  sum  needsc.  has  alreod"^" 
he  en  ^oromised. 

LSAaUB  QFjslATIQIjS  J013}HI-AL.        The  her/pue  of  hations  issues 
an  official  journal,  which  contains  all  the  docuinents 
pUDlished  hy  the  l^ea.^^ue  —  reooit?  ci  n:eetin':'S,  oflicir^l 
ccrres-^ondence ,  etc.    It  a'roears  evei^Mi^onth;  and  in 
addition  a  s-oecial  series  has  now  heen  he.^un,  contf inin-:?- 
documents  and  corres'oondence  on  ">articul?x  ouestions. 
The  first  of  thes'?^  «^r)ecial  -^^mrthers  which  has  nov/  heen 
distributed, " dpals  v:^ith  t-ie  c  uestion  oi  the  ^^land 
Islands.    Another  series  will  shortlv  he;<^in  to  a-yiofr , 
containing  the  treaties  '"hich,  accordinp  to  the  terrns  of 
the  Covenant,  must  he  re^'isteieci  with  the  ^ecretaiiat 
01  the  J-«ea^ue  of  i-^ations  anc  'ouDlisheo  hy  it. 


;4B0l)B.  Associated  '.vith  the  Le:i/?*ue  of  l^ations  is  the 

International  Lr.hour-  Qi\^nisation,  :. Iso  created  hy  the 
treaty  of  Vers-iilles.    It  is  analopous  to  the  League  in  so 
far  as  it  onerates  throu^yh  tlu'oe  Ozrans,  viz.  a  General 
Conference  coirnosed  of  d^^leratps  of  all  the  countries 


(9)  „ 


represf^n befi ,  v/h.i.ch  has  alreac.y  met  twice  (once  in 
Washington,  v;here  it  (discussed  I^i^boui^  cuestions  in 
p'enaral,  and  oncf^  in  Gynoa,  to  consider  Labour 
questions  af lectins  seamen  in  tiie  mercantile  marine), 
and  oii  which  each  country  Is  re  "ore  sen  ted  hy  four 
Delegates  -~  two  for  .the  GovernRient,  one  for  Lahoiu" , 
and  ^one  for  the  employers  —  a  Cloveming  Body  of 
twenty- fCTT. Member s  representing^'  the  miost  important 
Industrial  ^Dtatas...  similar  to  the  Cou]icil  of  the 
'Leaj^ue ,  which  meets*  at  freQuent  intervals,  and  an 

T  _  C. 

Intel natianal  Lr-hoiu"  office,  which  is  a  Dermaiient 
institution  analopous  to  t]ie -Secretariat  of  the  League. 

■  The  Governments  rexp?-esen.teci  on  the  General 
■Conference  are  oound--to  -oresent  its  decisions  to  their 
resiDective  Pcrrliaiiienits.withlji  a -year, _  lor  ratification 
or  rejection..         . '  -..^ 
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repi'ecpii Lcfi,  v/liich  has  alreac.y  met  twice  (once  in 
vvasliington,  v/here  it  Ciiscussec-  lebom^  cuesti.--iis  in 
g'eneral,  and  onop.  in  C'enoa,  to  GO'osider  Labour 
Clues tions  afiecting  seamen  in  the  iriercantile  marine), 
and  oij  which  each  country  Is  rc'jresented  hy  four 
Delegates       two  for  .the  Croveminsnt,  one  for  Lahoiu" , 
and 'one  for  ■  the  employers  —  a  Governing  Body  of 
twenty-fQur .  Memhers  representin^^^  the  most  important 
Industrial  states,  similar  to  the  Council  of  the  ■ 
Lea^rue ,  uhiich  m^ets*  at  freQuent  intervals,  and  an 
Intel  natianal  L:;ho.].u'  uffice,  vdiich  is  a  r'erm:anen"C 
'institution  analcp-ous  to  tlie  A^ecretaiiat  of  the  League. 

•  The  Governments  rem-esented  on  the  C-eneral 
■Conforence  are  hound-'to  nresent  its  d^cisioi.  ?  to  their 
resnective  ferliamiei^^ts  jvithija  a  -year    Apr  ratification 
or  rejection.  \ 


SOCIETE  DES 
NATIONS. 


LEAGUE  OF 
NATIONS. 


With  Compliments. 


Information  Section 
117,  PiccadiJJy! 

W.l 

Telephone:    Mayfair  6883. 


